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UTICA	UNION	STATION

Completed	in	1914	by	the	New	York	Central	Railroad,	in	a	time	when	railroad	stations	were	cathedrals	
to	American	commerce,	Utica	Union	Station	is	a	grand	example	of	Italian	Renaissance	architecture.	It	
was	designed	by	the	architectural	firm	of	Stem	&	Fellheimer.	Botticino	or	Vermont	marble	columns	and	
a	terrazzo	floor,	such	as	used	in	Grand	Central	Terminal	in	New	York	City,	grace	the	120	by	128	foot	
waiting	room.	The	room	could	conceivably	stand	1700	individuals	while	the	original	twelve	38	foot	
long	double	seats	could	accommodate	500	people.

Upon	opening,	the	station	fulfilled	its	roll	as	a	union	station	by	hosting	the	New	York	Central		(NYC),	
West	Shore,	Delaware	Lackawanna	&	Western	(DL&W),	and	New	York	Ontario	&	Western	(NYO&W)	rail-
roads	as	well	as	offices	of	the	Adirondack	Division	of	the	New	York	Central	Railroad.	An	additional	
tenant	on	the	second	floor	was	the	New	York	State	Railways	which	was	controlled	by	the	New	York	
Central	and	operated	street	car	lines	in	Utica,	Rome,	and	other	upstate	cities	as	well	as	the	Utica-
Syracuse	Interurban	electric	line	and	the	interurban	Utica	&	Mohawk	Valley	Railway,	running	between	
Rome	and	Little	Falls.

The	station	is	now	owned	by	Onieda	County.	Major	renovations	were	performed	in	the	late	1970’s	and	

more	recent	renovations	were	still	in	progress	when	the	photographs	for	this	image	were	taken.

THE	IMAGE

The	master	image	consists	of	approximately	60	million	pixels	and	was	built	digitally	by	“stitching”	to-
gether	36	individual	digital	photographs.	They	are	arrayed	9	across	and	4	high	with	a	50%	overlap.

The	individual	digital	images	used	were	gleaned	from	more	than	a	hundred	taken	over	more	than	an	
hour’s	time	using	a	6.1MP	Kodak	EasyshareZ760	digital	camera	mounted	on	a	tripod	equipped	with	a	Kai-
dan	KiWi	Panoramic	Tripod	Head.	The	images	were	then	downloaded	on	site	to	an	Apple	Powerbook	G4	
laptop	and	later	processed	using	Realviz’s	Stitcher	Express	and	Adobe	Photoshop	software.	The	final	

image	was	printed	using	Epson	UltraChrome	(Giclee)	Technology.

THE	PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom	Wright	is	a	long	time	resident	of	Goffstown,	New	Hampshire	who	immigrated	from	Upstate	New	York	
by	way	of	Vermont.	His	interest	in	photography	is	inherited	from	his	father,	Wendell	F.	Wright,	who	
was	a	professional	photographer	all	his	life,	and	his	love	of	art	from	his	younger	son	who	graduated	
from	Ringling	School	of	Art	and	Design	in	Sarasota,	FL	in	2005	with	a	degree	in	Illustration.	A	portion	
of	the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	these	images	go	to	the	Therese	G.	Wright	Memorial	Scholarship	Fund	
for	students	at	the	New	Hampshire	Community	Technical	College	at	Manchester.
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