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About	Two	Lights

In	1827	the	original	stone	marker	at	Cape	Elizabeth	eight	miles	south	of	Portland,	Maine	was	replaced	
by	the	first	twin	lighthouses	on	the	Maine	coast.	The	paired	lights	served	as	“range	lights”	allowing	
ships	approaching	Portland	Harbor	to	determine	if	they	were	on	course.	In	1855	Fresnel	lenses	were	
installed	in	the	towers	and	in	1874	the	original	rubblestone	towers	were	replaced	with	new	67-foot	
cast	iron	towers	employing	second	order	Frensel	lenses.

In	January	1885	Marcus	Hanna,	Civil	War	Medal	of	honor	winner	and	keeper	at	Two	Lights,	performed	a	
heroic	rescue	of	two	sailors	from	the	grounded	schooner	“Australia”	out	of	Boothbay.	Shortly	there-
after	he	was	awarded	a	gold	lifesaving	medal	for	“heroism	involving	great	peril	to	his	life“.	In	1997	
the	US	Coast	Guard	launched	the	170-foot	buoy	tender,	Marcus	Hanna	whose	home	port	is	South	Port-
land,	Maine.

During	the	1920’s	Two	Lights	became	a	subject	of	renown	American	artist	Edward	Hooper.	In	1924	the	
West	Light	was	permanently	extinguished.	Another	dramatic	rescue	occurred	in	1947	when	keeper	Earle	
Drinkwater	saved	all	32	crew	members	of	the	broken	coal	collier	“Oakey	L.	Alexander”.

The	East	LIGHT	is	currently	an	active	aid	to	navigation	owned	by	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard	and	licensed	to	
the	American	Lighthouse	Foundation	which	is	working	with	the	Maine	Historic	Preservation	Commission	
to	maintain,	restore	and	preserve	the	Lighthouse	and	associated	structures.

Photographer’s	Comments	On	Black	&	White	Digital	Photography

Black	&	white	is	a	very	different	medium	from	color	photography	and,	I	am	discovering,	well	suited	
to	certain	subjects.	I	believe	this	is	one	of	them.	While	I	have	used	black	&	white	to	powerful	effect	
on	at	least	one	prior	occasion	it	was	a	viewing	of	an	Ansel	Adams	exhibit	during	a	recent	visit	with	my	
younger	son	in	Cleveland	that	inspired	me	to	consider	giving	black	&	white	a	broader	play	in	my	own	
work.	The	result	is	the	creation	of	the	black	&	white	version	of	this	shot	of	one	of	the	Two	Lights	in	
Cape	Elizabeth,	Maine.	In	digital	photography	the	creation	of	a	really	good	black	&	white	image	is	not	
as	simple	as	one	might	think.	In	the	end,	I	am	sure,	as	in	so	much	of	photography,	there	is	a	bit	of	magic	
involved	and	every	photographer	adds	his	or	her	own	touch	to	the	basic	incantation.—Tom	Wright

THE	IMAGES

These	images	are	created	from	a	single	digital	photograph	taken	using	a	handheld	7.1	megapixel	Kodak	
Easyshare	P712	digital	camera	and	processed	in	Adobe	Photoshop	with	the	Genuine	Fractals	plugin	run-

ning	on	a	PowerBook	G4.	The	image	was	printed	using	Epson	UltraChrome	(Giclee)	Technology.

THE	PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom	Wright	is	a	long	time	resident	of	Goffstown,	New	Hampshire	who	immigrated	from	Upstate	New	York	
by	way	of	Vermont.	His	interest	in	photography	is	inherited	from	his	father,	Wendell	F.	Wright,	who	
was	a	professional	photographer	all	his	life,	and	his	love	of	art	from	his	younger	son	who	graduated	
from	Ringling	School	of	Art	and	Design	in	Sarasota,	FL	in	2005	with	a	degree	in	Illustration.	A	portion	
of	the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	these	images	go	to	the	Therese	G.	Wright	Memorial	Scholarship	Fund	
for	students	at	the	New	Hampshire	Community	Technical	College	at	Manchester.
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