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When	I	was	growing	up	in	Upstate	New	York,	two	railroad	lines	bracketed	my	hometown	of	Earlville,	
NY.	The	New	York	Ontario	&	Western	railway	passed	up	the	West	side	of	the	valley	while	the	Delaware	
Lackawana	&	Western	occupied	the	East	side.	In	the	late	fifties	the	NYO&W	(Old	&	Weary	or	Old	Woman)	
gave	up	its	fight	to	come	out	of	bankruptcy,	lowered	its	flag	and	became	the	largest	Class	I	carrier	
to	be	abandoned	to	that	date.	The	DL&W	(Delayed,	Late	&	Waiting)	soldiered	on.	As	consolidations	and	
mergers	swept	through	the	railroad	industry	the	DL&W	became	part	of	the	Erie-Lackawana	and	later	
CONRAIL.	Somewhere	along	that	journey	the	branch	running	through	Earville	on	its	run	from	Bing-
hamton	to	Utica	was	acquired	by	the	rejuvenated	New	Susquehanna	&	Western	where	its	ownership	
resides	today.

By	November,	2004	when	I	was	down	home	visiting	friends	and	family	the	station	on	the	east	side	of	
town	had	long	long	ago	been	converted	from	a	local	passenger	station	to	other	uses	and	eventually	
became	a	maintenance	depot	for	the	NYS&W.	While	on	a	walk	with	my	little	fuji	camera	I	snapped	this	
shot	from	the	railhead	near	the	East	Main	Street	crossing	with	a	light	snow	falling.	Yes,	the	splotchi-
ness	particularly	in	the	sky,	is	not	due	to	the	low	image	resolution.	Those	really	are	snowflakes.	

—	Tom	wright	

THE	IMAGE

This	image	is	from	a	single	digital	photograph	taken	using	a	handheld	1.3	megapixel	FUJI	A101	digital	
camera	and	processed	in	Adobe	Photoshop	with	the	Genuine	Fractals	plugin	running	on	a	PowerBook	

G4.	The	image	was	printed	using	Epson	UltraChrome	(Giclee)	Technology.

THE	PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom	Wright	is	a	long	time	resident	of	Goffstown,	New	Hampshire	who	immigrated	from	Upstate	New	York	
by	way	of	Vermont.	His	interest	in	photography	is	inherited	from	his	father,	Wendell	F.	Wright,	who	
was	a	professional	photographer	all	his	life,	and	his	love	of	art	from	his	younger	son	who	graduated	
from	Ringling	School	of	Art	and	Design	in	Sarasota,	FL	in	2005	with	a	degree	in	Illustration.	A	portion	
of	the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	these	images	go	to	the	Therese	G.	Wright	Memorial	Scholarship	Fund	
for	students	at	the	New	Hampshire	Community	Technical	College	at	Manchester.
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