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Portland Breakwater Light (“Bug Light”)

Standing only 26 feet high elegant Portland Breakwater Light, also known as “Bug Light”, is located at 
the end of a breakwater on Portland Harbor, Portland Maine.

The original light station was established in 1855 and the current cylindrical structure was built in 
1875. This unique lighthouse is inspired by the fourth century B.C. Greek Choragic Monument of Lysi-
crates. It incorporates six Corinthian columns and Greek roof edge decorations called palmettes in its 
design and rests on a granite block foundation. The columns conceal the seams between curved cast 
iron plates with a brick lining. Starting in 1896 the station was equipped fi rst with a 400-pound and 
later a 1000-pound fog bell. The keeper’s quarters were removed in the 1930’s when the station was au-
tomated. The light was discontinued in June of 1942 for wartime security reasons and the lens removed 
in 1993. A new 250mm optic was installed in the 2002 restoration and the light was relit as a private 
aid to navigation by Senior Chief Tommy Dutton of the U.S. Coast Guard’s Aids to Navigation Team South 
Portland in a ceremony on August 14, 2002.

Bug Light is currently owned by the City of South Portland, was refurbished by the South Portland 
Rotary Club and the Spring Point Ledge Light Trust for the relighting and in 1973 was listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The lighthouse is surrounded by Bug Light Park, the site of a former shipbuilding complex where 
World War II Liberty Ships were built. The Liberty Ship memorial sponsored by the Portland Harbor 
Museum is also included in the park within sight of Bug Light and commemorates the 266 Liberty Ships 

built by the complex to carry men and supplies across the Atlantic during the war.

THE IMAGE

This image is from a single digital photograph taken using a handheld 6.1 megapixel Kodak Easyshare 
Z760 digital camera and processed in Adobe Photoshop with the Genuine Fractals plugin running on a 

PowerBook G4. The image was printed using Epson UltraChrome (Giclee) Technology.

THE PHOTOGRAPHER

Tom Wright is a long time resident of Goffstown, New Hampshire who immigrated from Upstate New York 
by way of Vermont. His interest in photography is inherited from his father, Wendell F. Wright, who 
was a professional photographer all his life, and his love of art from his younger son who graduated 
from Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL in 2005 with a degree in Illustration. A portion 
of the proceeds from the sale of these images go to the Therese G. Wright Memorial Scholarship Fund 
for students at the New Hampshire Community Technical College at Manchester.

Personal Note: Wendell F. Wright returned from Europe following the Second World War, where he 
served in a U.S. Army Signal Corps photographic unit, aboard a Liberty Ship.
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